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Gathering in God’s Name   Canon Matt Williams 

Grace and peace from the Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 

We have come together to thank God  
  for the life of Alan Nott 
  to mourn and honour him, 
  and to support one another in grief. 
We face the certainty of our own death and judgement. 
Yet Christians believe that those who die in Christ 
  share eternal life with him. 
Therefore in faith and hope we turn to God, 
  who created and sustains us all. 

 

Meditation     Jenny George (Alto) 
O Rest in the Lord    F. Mendelssohn (1809-47) 

O rest in the Lord: wait patiently for him, 
and he shall give thee thy heart’s desire. 

Commit thy way unto him, and trust in him, 
and fret not thyself because of evildoers. 

O rest in the Lord: wait patiently for him, 
and he shall give thee thy heart’s desire. 
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Sentences of Scripture 

‘I am the resurrection and the life’, says the Lord. 
‘Those who believe in me, even though they die, yet will they live.’ 
        John 11:25 

I am convinced that neither death, nor life, 
  nor angels, nor rulers, 
  nor things present, nor things to come, 
  nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
  nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.   Romans 8:38-39 

Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, 
  always excelling in the work of the Lord, 
  because you know that in the Lord your labour is not in vain. 
        1 Corinthians 15:58 

 

A Prayer for God’s presence  Canon Matt Williams 

Loving God, you alone are the source of life. 
May your life-giving Spirit flow through us, 
and fill us with compassion, one for another. 
In our sorrow give us the calm of your peace. 
Kindle our hope, and let our grief give way to joy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Eulogies      Damien Nott 
        Edward Nott 

 

Hymn 502 (Eventide)    H. F. Lyte (1793-1847) 

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide: 
the darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide: 
when other helpers fail, and comforts flee, 
help of the helpless, O abide with me. 

Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 
earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 
change and decay in all around I see: 
O thou who changest not, abide with me. 

I need thy presence every passing hour; 
what but thy grace can foil the tempter’s power? 
Who like thyself my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me. 

I fear no foe with thee at hand to bless; 
ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness. 
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 
I triumph still, if thou abide with me. 

Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes; 
shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies: 
heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadow’s flee; 
in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.  
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Epistle: 1 Corinthians 15:39-49  Janette Wells 
39Not all flesh is alike, but there is one flesh for human beings,  
  another for animals, another for birds, and another for fish. 
40There are both heavenly bodies and earthly bodies,  
  but the glory of the heavenly is one thing,  
  and that of the earthly is another. 
41There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon,  
  and another glory of the stars;  
  indeed, star differs from star in glory. 
42So it is with the resurrection of the dead.  
What is sown is perishable, what is raised is imperishable. 
43It is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory.  
It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power.  
44It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body.  

If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body.  
45Thus it is written, ‘The first man, Adam, became a living being’;  
  the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 
46But it is not the spiritual that is first,  
  but the physical, and then the spiritual. 
47The first man was from the earth, a man of dust;  
  the second man is from heaven. 
48As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust;  
  and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. 
49Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust,  
  we will also bear the image of the man of heaven. 

Hear the Word of the Lord: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 23      Jenny George (Alto) 
from “A Ceremony of Psalms”  by Alan Nott (2011) 

The Lord is my shepherd: therefore can I lack nothing. 

He shall feed me in a green pasture: 
  and lead me forth beside the waters of comfort. 

He shall convert my soul: and bring me forth  
in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil: for thou art with me,  
thy rod and thy staff comfort me. 

Thou shalt prepare a table before me against them that trouble me: 
  thou hast anointed my head with oil, and my cup shall be full. 

But thy loving kindness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 
  and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

Gospel: John 14:1-6     Canon Matt Williams 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled.  
Believe in God, believe also in me. 
2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places.  
If it were not so, would I have told you  
  that I go to prepare a place for you? 
3And if I go and prepare a place for you,  
  I will come again and will take you to myself,  
  so that where I am, there you may be also. 
4And you know the way to the place where I am going.’ 

5Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going.  
How can we know the way?’ 
6Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  
No one comes to the Father except through me.’ 

Hear the Word of the Lord: Thanks be to God.  
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Sermon      Canon Matt Williams 

 

Anthem      Jenny George (Alto) 
Come, my way, my truth, my life R. Vaughan Williams 

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: 
Such a Way, as gives us breath: 
Such a Truth, as ends all strife: 
Such a Life, as killeth death 

Come, My Light, my Feast, my Strength: 
Such a Light, as shows a feast: 
Such a Feast, as mends in length: 
Such a Strength, as makes his guest 

Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: 
Such a Joy, as none can move: 
Such a Love, as none can part: 
Such a Heart, as joys in love 

- George Herbert 
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The Prayers     Canon Matt Williams 

Let us pray with confidence to God our Father, 
  who raised Jesus Christ from the dead for the salvation of all. 

Thanks be to God for the gift of life. 

You have made us in your image, 
and called us to reflect your truth and light. 
We thank you for the life of Alan Nott, 
  for his skill in engineering and music, 
  and his many years of faithful service to this parish. 

Above all, we thank you for your gracious promise 
to all your servants, living and departed, 
that we shall be made one again 
in our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

An Easter Collect 

Brightness of God’s glory, 
whom death could not conquer nor the tomb imprison: 
as you have shared our frailty in human flesh, 
help us to share your immortality in the Spirit; 
let no shadow of the grave terrify us, 
and no fear of darkness turn our hearts from you. 
Reveal yourself to us this day and all our days, 
as the First and Last, 
the Living One, 
our immortal Saviour and Lord. Amen.  
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A Prayer for those who Mourn  Canon Matt Williams 

Merciful God, 
we pray for Alan’s family and friends. 
When we are weighed down by grief and loneliness, 
  uphold us in your love. 
Give us the assurance of your constant care, 
that we may have courage for the days ahead, 
through Jesus Christ our friend. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray, 

Our Father which art in heaven,  
Hallowed be thy Name.!
Thy kingdom come.  
Thy will be done,  
  in earth as it is in heaven.!
Give us this day our daily bread.!
And forgive us our trespasses,!
  As we forgive them that trespass against us.!
And lead us not into temptation;!
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. !
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Hymn 388 (St Clement)   J. Ellerton (1826-93) 

The day you gave us, Lord, is ended, 
the darkness falls at your behest; 
to you our morning hymns ascended, 
your praise shall sanctify our rest. 

We thank you that your church unsleeping, 
while earth rolls onward into light, 
through all the world her watch is keeping, 
and rests not now by day or night. 

Across each continent and island 
as dawn leads on another day, 
the voice of prayer is never silent, 
nor dies the strain of praise away. 

The sun that bids us rest is waking 
our friends beneath the western sky, 
and hour by hour fresh lips are making 
your wondrous doings heard on high. 

So be it Lord; your throne shall never, 
like earth’s proud empires, pass away; 
your kingdom stands, and grows for ever, 
till all your creatures own your sway. 
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The Farewell     Canon Matt Williams 

Lord Jesus Christ, you gave new birth to our brother, Alan, 
by water and the Spirit. 
Grant that his death may recall to us 
your victory over death, 
and be an occasion for us 
to renew our trust in your Father’s love. 
Give us, we pray, the faith to follow 
where you have led the way, 
to live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
to the ages of ages. Amen. 

Let us entrust our brother Alan to the mercy of God. 

Silence may be kept. 

Holy and loving Father, 
by your mighty power you gave us life, 
and in your love you have given us new life in Christ Jesus. 
We entrust Alan to your merciful keeping: 
in the faith of Jesus Christ, 
who died and rose again to save us, 
and now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit 
in glory for ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

Now to him who is able to keep you from falling, 
and to make you stand without blemish 
in the presence of his glory with rejoicing, 
to the only God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
be glory, majesty, power and authority, 
before all time and now and for ever. Amen.  
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The Organ 

The present organ was built in 1991 by Australian Pipe Organs, restoring and 
expanding the 1866 Fincham organ.!2 manuals, 18 speaking stops, 8 couplers. 
Gt: 8.8.4.4.2.III. Sw: 8.8.8.4.2.III.8. Ped: 16.16.10-2/3.8.4. 

The organ is played by Andrew Bainbridge. 

Alan’s father is a former organist of St James’ Old Cathedral. Alan played 
regularly for our Wednesday lunchtime services, and sometimes deputised on 
Sundays. 

 

The Bells 
Melbourne’s first peal of bells were the six bells hung in St James’ Cathedral in 
1853, replacing an old ship’s bell. Two more were added in 1885. All were cast 
by Mears and Stainbank of Whitechapel Road, London, and are reputed to be 
the finest ever cast there. They are still rung regularly by a team of volunteers. 

A bell will be tolled today by Bill Cook. 

 

The Soloist 
Our soloist today is Jenny George, director of The Old Cathedral Voices. 

 

 


